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1 JEWELRY FASTENER ASSEMBLY 

2 

3 Description 

4 

5 1. Technical Field 

6 The invention relates generally to a jewelry fastener assembly and, more specifically to an 

7 improved fastener for a necklace and jewelry enhancer or pendant. 
8 

9 2. Background of Related Art 

10 The use of pendants and other enhancers with necklaces, bracelets, and the like as items 

1 1 of adornment is well known in the art. Such enhancers generally include a ring or loop at an 

12 upper end thereof, which is slipped over one end of the necklace or bracelet, or is otherwise hung 
;"|3 from the necklace or bracelet. The necklace or bracelet generally includes an elongated member, 
'14 such as a chain, having a clasp in order to secure one end of the chain to the other end, around the 
y 1 5 neck or wrist of the user. 

y|6 In use, enhancers which freely slide on a chain may become displaced and not hang in a 

'17 proper position on the user. For example, in a necklace the enhancer may not lie flat and 

M8 centered on the front of the user's neck, and the clasp may likewise become displaced and move 

1*119 toward the front of the user's neck instead of remaining hidden behind the neck of the user. 

~ J20 Conventional clasps are generally intended to serve a functional purpose and are not intended to 
provide adornment. Exceptions are those clasps which themselves are decorative in nature. 

22 However, such clasps are generally not used in combination with an enhancer since the clasp 

23 provides adornment to the chain. Two of the more popular style clasps are spring-ring style 

24 clasps and lobster claw clasps. Each of these clasps includes a loop portion supported on one end 

25 of the chain and either a spring-ring or a lobster-claw shaped clasp member which releasably 

26 engages the loop portion. Other style clasps are also known in the art, for example U.S. Patent 

27 No. 3,830,080 to Friedlander discloses a clasp which includes a male and a female portion that 

28 are snapped into engagement during use. However, with any of the aforementioned conventional 

29 style clasps the enhancer may still freely slide on a chain and become displaced during use. 
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1 Accordingly, there is needed in the art an improved device for reliably and securely 

2 positioning an enhancer from a piece of jewelry such as a necklace or bracelet. 
3 

4 Summary 

5 One object of the present invention is to provide an improved jewelry fastener assembly 

6 which can be utilized to support a pendant or enhancer. The jewelry fastener assembly includes a 

7 clasp for securing an article of jewelry on a user, and a coupling device for releasably securing 

8 the enhancer to the clasp. The clasp preferably includes a first and second member supported on 

9 opposite ends of the article of jewelry, the first and second members being configured to 

10 releasably engage each other in a first, engaged position where the enhancer is not utilized. The 

1 1 coupling device preferably includes a third and a fourth member supported on sides of the 

12 enhancer. The third member is configured to releasably engage the first member of the clasp, 
ill 3 and the fourth member is configured to releasably engage the second member of the clasp in a 
:J4 second, engaged position where the enhancer is supported between the clasp and releasably 

1 5 secured thereto. In one embodiment, the first and second members of the clasp preferably 

U 1 6 include a male, snap-style projection which is sized to be matingly received within a 

„ 17 corresponding female receptacle in the first, engaged position. Likewise, the third and fourth 
members of the coupling device preferably include a male, snap-style projection and a female 

1^19 receptacle which are configured and sized to be matingly received within the corresponding 

r pO female and male elements of the clasp in the second, engaged position where the enhancer is 

,sa 2 1 supported by the clasp. 

22 Releasably securing and supporting the enhancer between the ends of the article of 

23 jewelry allows the enhancer to substantially remain in its proper position on the user since it is 

24 not freely slidable on the article of jewelry. 
25 

26 Brief Description of the Drawing s 

27 It should be understood that the drawings are provided for the purpose of illustration only 

28 and are not intended to define the limits of the invention. The foregoing and other objects and 

29 advantages of the embodiments described herein will become apparent with reference to the 
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1 following detailed description when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in 

2 which: 

3 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the jewelry fastener assembly, including an enhancer 

4 supported in a closed position between the ends of a necklace according to one illustrative 

5 embodiment of the present invention; 

6 Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the jewelry fastener assembly of Fig. 1 in a non-engaged, 

7 open position; 

8 Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the jewelry fastener assembly of Fig. 2 in the 

9 open position and showing a pair of projections; 

10 Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the jewelry fastener assembly of Fig. 2 in the 

1 1 open position and showing a pair of receptacles; 

i*J2 Fig. 5 is an enlarged front plan view of the jewelry fastener assembly of Fig. 2 in the open 

if 13 position; 

^ |4 Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the ends of the piece of jewelry forming part of the fastener 

115 assembly of the embodiment of Fig. 1, in an open position without the enhancer; 

\16 Fig. 7 is a front plan view of the ends of the piece of jewelry forming part of the fastener 

: 17 assembly of the embodiment of Fig. 1, in an open position without the enhancer; and 

11 A 8 Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the ends of the piece of jewelry forming part of the fastener 

\A9 assembly of the embodiment of Fig. 1, in a closed position without the enhancer. 

&0 

21 Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiment 

22 A jewelry fastener assembly 10 for securing an ornamental enhancer 11 to an article of 

23 jewelry, is illustrated in Figs. 1-8. As used herein, the term "jewelry" refers to any type or style 

24 of jewelry which utilizes a fastener to attach one end of the article of jewelry to a second end of 

25 the article of jewelry. Also, as used herein the term "enhancer" refers to any ornamental item 

26 which is suspended and supported by the article of jewelry (for example a pendant or charm). In 

27 the description which follows the article of jewelry is described as a necklace, however, this is 

28 not intended to limit the scope of the application since the fastener assembly may find use with 
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1 other types of jewelry which utilize an ornamental enhancer, such as a bracelet. 

2 In the present embodiment, the jewelry fastener assembly 10 includes a clasp 12 for 

3 securing the necklace 13 around the neck of a user, and a coupling device 14 for releasably 

4 securing the enhancer 11 to the necklace. The clasp 12 preferably includes a first member 16 and 

5 a second member 18 supported on opposite ends 17, 19 of the necklace, the first and second 

6 members being configured to releasably engage each other in a first, engaged position where the 

7 enhancer is not supported by the necklace (Fig. 8). The coupling device 14 preferably includes a 

8 third member 20 and a fourth member 22 supported on sides 24, 26 of the enhancer 11. The 

9 third member 20 is configured to releasably engage the first member 16, and the fourth member 

10 22 is configured to releasably engage the second member 18 in a second, engaged position where 

1 1 the enhancer is supported by the necklace and releasably secured thereto (Fig. 1). 

12 Referring now to Figs. 3-4, in the present embodiment the first member 16 preferably 
j|3 includes a male, snap-style projection 28 which is sized to be matingly received within a 

= ;|4 corresponding female receptacle 30 of the second member in the first, engaged position (Fig. 8). 

4| 5 The female receptacle 30 may include an aperture bounded by a raised wall 31 and is designed to 

y 1 6 securely maintain the projection 28 therein until released by a sufficient force supplied by a user. 

.. 17 The male, snap-style projection and female receptacle together form a conventional-style snap, 

8 such snaps being utilized, for example with clothing. The third member 20 also preferably 

HI 9 includes a female receptacle 32 bounded by wall 33, the receptacle being sized to matingly 

r-jZO receive the male snap-style projection 28 of the first member 16 in the second, engaged position 

"21 (Fig. 1). Likewise, the fourth member 22 preferably includes a male, snap-style projection 34 

22 sized to be matingly received within the female receptacle 30 of the second member 18 in the 

23 second, engaged position. In this manner, the user may wear the necklace without the enhancer 

24 by engaging the first member 16 with the second member 18, or may choose to wear the 

25 necklace with the enhancer by releasably engaging the first and second members of the necklace 

26 clasp with the third and fourth members of the enhancer coupling device, respectively. The clasp 

27 and the coupling device may also be partially concealed by an ornamental edge 36, for example a 

28 beaded edge, in order to provide a continuous appearance between the enhancer and the necklace. 
29 
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1 The clasp, coupling device, and necklace may be made from any suitable material, or 

2 combinations thereof, as would be known in the art. In the present embodiment, the clasp, 

3 coupling device and necklace are each made from metal and alloys thereof. However, plastic, or 

4 other synthetic materials may be utilized and the clasp, coupling device and necklace (or other 

5 article of jewelry) need not be made from the same material. Likewise, the enhancer may be 

6 made of any suitable material, including gemstones (both natural and synthetic), precious and 

7 non-precious metals, and/or plastic materials as would be known to those of skill in the art. A 

8 variety of different style and/or types of enhancers may be provided such that the enhancers may 

9 be exchanged, each enhancer having a coupling device which matingly engages the clasp of the 

1 0 necklace as described herein above. 

1 1 Use of the fastener assembly 10 will now be described with reference to the drawings. 

12 In use, the necklace and enhancer may be releasably secured around the neck of a user by 
Jl 3 inserting the projection of the first member into the receptacle of the third member and the 

ij|4 projection of the fourth member into the receptacle of the second member. In this manner, the 

* j5 enhancer 11 is releasably secured between the ends 17, 19 of the necklace 13 such that the 

U 1 6 enhancer hangs from the necklace. By securing the enhancer between the ends of the necklace, 

,17 the enhancer is not free to slide on the necklace as with the prior art, and is more likely to remain 

n |1 8 in its proper position on the user. The proper positioning is also enabled by the combined weight 

f 8 ! 9 of the enhancer and clasp which tends to position the enhancer centered on the front of the user's 

CEO neck. In addition, because the clasp of the necklace is secured to the enhancer, the clasp is less 

"21 likely to be displaced. If the user desires, the enhancer coupling device may be disengaged from 

22 the necklace clasp in order to remove the enhancer. To disengage, the user simply applies a force 

23 sufficient to remove the male projections of the first and third members from the female 

24 receptacles of the fourth and second members, respectively. Once removed, another enhancer 

25 may be utilized, or the necklace may be worn alone by the user inserting the projection of the 

26 first member into the receptacle of the second member as shown in Fig. 8. The fastener 

27 assembly 10 reliably and securely positions an enhancer from a piece of jewelry such as a 

28 necklace or bracelet, and allows the enhancer to be readily removed so that jewelry can be 

29 utilized without the enhancer. 

-5- 



1 It will be understood that various modifications may be made to the embodiment 

2 disclosed herein. For example, the article of jewelry need not be a necklace, the size, dimensions 

3 and geometric configuration of the pendant and necklace may be varied, and various types of 

4 materials may be utilized. In addition, the clasp and the coupling device need not be the exact 

5 configuration as shown and may be varied as would be known to those of skill in the art (for 

6 example, they may be magnetized) . Therefore, the above description should not be construed as 

7 limiting, but merely as exemplifications of a preferred embodiment. Those skilled in the art will 

8 envision other modifications within the scope, spirit and intent of the invention. 
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